
NO WONDER THEV WONDERED 


"And whan they SftW it they mede kno.n the 8eying whicr 
hed been told them concerning the chIld; end ell who haerd it 
wondered at ..het the shepherds told them" Luke 2:17- 18 

The silent night of the ahapherds wee split by e pre ­

aance - non-eerthly , sleetlel , aerie . A glory .Mined. Deep 

in ths night lima there were Bounds end sights that no mor­

tel hed ever haerd or eeen. In repid succession , the vOice, 

the song , the feer . And the shepherds jolted 8W6ke in the 

deed of the night I'II8de hnste frorr, thair fields to find the 

Berth ' s Savior - e beby credlBd In e cettl_ stell . Cen yo u 

i magine the l~ect of suc~ ft tela ir you .er. to go home end 

tell it? 

No wonder~~ the people wondered .hen the shepherds 

were thru telling thet. ~Bn ~~~/p have wondered for 20 ce~ 

turies. They have tried their hand at retelling the story ­

they have told it in music , In art , In glsss , in poetry and 

in eermon. ~8y have told it in litury in large cathedra l 

and simple churcr. But John Bonnell is right whan he says : 

"Only God could have dreamed the O1r1etmae story". 

That is the heart of it . Christmas ie God t s story. It 

never was the shepherds story , nor was i t aura • • it hes al ­

wayB besn Cod ts story, not man t s . No wonder we wonder at 

the story . wring our hands , Bcrateh our heads , and kneel be ­

fore the a~Bsome truth . No wonder we retell it, no wonder 

Bome cling to its every word. Th r u all the centuries the 
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story told by the shepherds wa9 Godrs story • • it W88 not 

tatlored to meet the demends of 8 best saller or sny public 

opinion poll. 

No wonder they wondered at it. We do to. The story ~ene 

80 many different things to countles6 people •• bot ona tower-

Ing feet remeine - it is e love story . 

It 18 e drama of divlne-humeQ love with e magnetic tug On 

our hearts . The attractiveness of the event cannot be explei~ 

ad apart from the compelling .11 encompassing love *ithin the 

story. That Is what Christmas Is ell about •• love which W.8 

revealed in 8 created event. Apart from the love we bring to 

it, or receive from tt, Christmes cen be 8 dreary 88 en el1­

dey drIzzle . 

No wonder they wondered. Look at the lova so thoroughly 

stirred and mingeld in the *exture of this incredible etory . 

Let US see the loves which ere leshed together in thia avant. 

1. In the beginning thare ia the lova of en ordinary men 

for en ordinary women. We almost overlook the diamnsions of 

the relationship batwaan ~ery and Joapha. Com~on end humen 

W89 their love for eech othera. And their raletionship wea 

stretched to tha breaking point by Christmas •• for they WEre 

engaged, not married, when ma ry conceived. 

In our dey of pro~iscuOU8 sax, this ie not jolting. But 

ror two pioue Hebrews years ego, it wea a cria!a or gr.et mBg­_. 




..,gnitude. lmegine what doubta a nd hurt Joseoh had •• for 

one thing he surely knew was that the baby MBry was carrying w 

W89 not his. Yet tha IIl8n'. faith tr8n&canded his misgivings. 

He listned to the unaean, as God unfolded his story! It Josaph, 

faer not to t8ka Mery unto the. for wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of tha Holy Spirit'!. 

And Joseph accepted this announcement and want right back 

to work on their relationship. He adjusted to the situa tion • 

• end it wasn ' t easy, for he. thosa Hebrews Dr Nazareth could 

talk. And according to tha Jewish l8w , Joseph could hav. eean 

accusad or en il1iei t raletionahio that .aa pu~lah8ble by deatt 

The wonder of it is that he stood by Mary , became her hU9~ 

band. He ministered to her needs, sought to find a place for 

her in Bethlehem, and stayed with her thru her hours of agony. 

He did not wait impatiently outside the delivery room door, 

No mistake about it, the love of God i8 mirrored in that 

rugged carpenter of Nazareth. 

No wonder they wondred, and we ought to wonder, at the 

dimensions of such love between a men end a women. 

2. Then tow incredible love of mother for chila i8 wov~ 

en into this, God's 6tory~' 

God cradlad hie oIDn son in the arms of a very reel fles~ 

and blood mother. And since that distant day, the family cir­

cle ~e8 ba.n even mora hallowed - even sBcramental . 
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No lUonder 11/8 lIo1o.-er . Never ....as the um.... ..mly besn BO 

usuel , never hes the uncommon been so com~n . Never has e .o~r 

be pleced on 8 more awesome spot . Hera .es the teak of credli~ 

in her arms the Lord of highest heevan. But ahe went right to 

work on her job . 

Slhs had been told by the angel who the child was. 

And on the night he was born confusion feigned there were 

excited shepherds, end probably many others in the stable a­

long with the enimels •• viSiting end adoring the child. Ther 

a few days later fagel visitors came bringing expansive gifts . 

Put yourself in the pIece of a mother with that kind of commo­

tion swirling around yOUf first - born. 

By the time h. wes 12 , he had already proved himself e 

metch for the learned. Then when he wes 30 , ~ry t s 80n wes 

judged inse.. by some of his countrymen. Then hs was hardly 

31 when he "'15.5 Judged to be a crimine!. The citizens of NeZtl ­

reth drove him out of town end since then ~ryts son has not 

had 8 bed of his own. Her son chose 12 men , but ehs stood by 

helplessly while public opinion turned ageinst him, end one of 

hia friends doLbted him, endther denied him, end still enother 

betrayed him. She wes there the dey they nailed him to e cross 

end left him in the ecorching heet to die 

But three deys later he came to her end e month leter ehe 

Be", him escend to God. After that mary slipps quietly off the 



stage of thia remarkable drama , and only legend remains . 

No wonder we wonder . 

At the love of a men for a women ; at the love of a mother 

for e child. And beyond that , at the love of A God for his 

world. 

3 . Central to the maaning of Christmas i8 the love of 

God translated as it had never before been translated in the 

gift of his Son. 

Thru earthquake wind and fire , God had apoken, Thru prophet 

prei9t and king , he had apoken. Now , in hie 80n he stakes the 

ultimate claim on thia planet and on ua 

Chr1stma9 is our day . It 1s God ' s story for us. We hee t 

the beet of 8 distant drunvner add the hang our hopes on a shin­

ing star •• no metter what. 

No wonder we wonder at the stratsgy of God's great love . 

Look at the getting for it. It happened in Bethlehem, en 

off the mein roed town, astride a limestone ridge where, IS long 

time before , Jacob hes laid to reet his beloved wife Rechael; 

where Boat had cleimed Ruth for his bride , and where the pro­

phet Samuel designllted David fIB King of' Israel. But now ell th4 

caravans by. passsd Bethlehem . But tonight two born .eery trav­

elrs enter the viallage In response to a taxation. After all , 

bureaucracy ~ust al. aye have more dollare to feed on. 

A child is born. iljQt 1lI greek God springing forth full ­



grown ;rom the heed of leus . ~ot a respendent king . In the 

birth , the most usual and co~on of humen Bxperiences , this is 

how God ceme • , liE! came with a murmur of silence , end the 

beauty of ordinariness . And et night . 

God could hsve pi cked the dawn with it veriegetad colors , 

ar the twilight when the sun was setting in its glory . But it 

was the deed of' the night he chose , e!I if he di d not went to 

over.hlem the earth •• when few would sae or know it •• then 

he c~me to vieit our plent . 

Christmas is Cod ' s monogrem stenciled on our hearts . It 

seys to us every morning '! "You need not be 8 stranger here , yo 

need not be a stranger to the living Cod one day longer" , It is 

person centered ; it aHirlle that humen lif'e , even the 1eestof 

them, like the peasant gi rl Mery , or the carpenter , or the 

smelly shedhards , era the l east expendable trseeure of' the 

Universe . 

Auden hes se1d it in rOR THE TImE BEINC: "On thb d8Y , 

everything beca/T18 a ,,~p J!.f!..!;! , nothing remained an.!l" God is 

a living God, he is not concerned with proprieties , or princi­

ples , or abstr actions . He loves paopl e end he comes to the 

lea6t worthy end the most beglected of them. That Good News is 

the mark of the Cod who eame to earth at Bethlehem. 

But it ie not the mark of tbe Cod known and understood by 

all earth ' s citizens . Will Durant describes the God of Ari5t~tlE 
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"Aristotle·l:I' God never aOes enythin:r- the hes no desires, no 
will. no purposs. His activity is 90 pure that he never eets . 
He 19 absolutely perfect ; therefore he cennot desire anything . 
His sale employment is the contemplation of hImself, He ia e 

do-nothing King , eking I&Iho reigns but doee not rulan 

But this is not the living God . the Fether of Jaeua Chr1st 

for he comes to us end loves uS et close renge - in the rough 

end tumble of lIfe where we ere . No wonder we wane r . 

Remember the \&lords of Bob Cretchitt, nephew of Scrooge. 

Bob responds to Scrooge's effirmetion that Chrlstme5 id humbug 

"I em Bure I heva alweys thought of Christmas , when it hes 
come eround t • as e good tl~Bi e kind. forgiving , cheriteols, 
pleesent time; the only tilfle I knO\/.' of r in the lorw; celender 
yeer, when men end women consent to open their shut-up hearta 
ao rreely, and to think or people below them ae ir they 
rsally were fallow-085sengers to the grave; and not another 
race of creatures fcune on other journeye. And, therefore 

Uncle, tho it never has put ~ scrap of gold or eilver in my 
pocket, 1 believe that it ha5 done me good, end will do ~ 
good" 

That l s a mouthful. 

John Baid it like this liThe Word \/Jas made I§lech and took 

up residence among us , end in thme Word- in-residence is our 

life" 

No amtter how you say it, it is the Christmas miracle , 

end it is even no moving to\/Jard you end your Bethlehem to be 

born. 
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